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Stories Matter. They form the essence of why we went into medicine and why we continue to practice despite challenges we face. Stories remind us of tragedies of the past and fill us with hope for a future of unlimited potential. At a time when the world often feels very divided, stories bring us back to a basic sense of humanity that unifies us when other forces aim to divide us. And while strife is universal, how one overcomes strife is unique. In the telling of the story, we find hope and comfort in knowing we are not alone in this vast and very busy universe, and we find guidance and inspiration about how to face each day and each opportunity we encounter.
Dr Rita Charon has been at the forefront of the field of narrative medicine, emphasizing its value in ''bridging the divides that separate physicians from patients, themselves, colleagues, and society . . . offer[ing] fresh opportunities for respectful, empathic, and nourishing medical care.'' 1(p1897) Personally, I found tremendous strength from the accounts of 2 colleagues from my residency, Dr Shernan Holtan and Dr Arif Kamal. Both bravely shared stories of the challenges they faced with loved ones who faced cancer during our training.
2 I gained much comfort from being aware of the uncertainty and fear they faced from the ''other side'' of shared decision-making. This awareness served as an important source of inspiration as I walked with my father and our family when he faced his battles with both Waldenström's macroglobulinemia and renal cell carcinoma. I processed our journey through writing about it and sharing the story. By that recently published essay, 3 I hoped that Dad's narrative would provide comfort and hope to those who may read it, but also provide a glimpse at some of the events that helped form me into the clinician and person I am. More recently, I wrote a personal essay about burnout I was experiencing. 4 That piece was seen by a small group as a negative statement about my situation; however, an overwhelming majority of readers reached out to me on several accounts. Some people I had not heard from in some time offered words of encouragement and kindness, comfort and peace, and let me know I was not alone in a period of struggle. Many readers saw the essay for what I intended it to be-an intensely personal account of a young successful physician, still often struggling to make sense of a world that often does not make sense. Most of all, people reached out to me and said ''thank you, because now I know I am not alone in my struggles.'' Many concluded that an academic palliative medicine physician, who externally appeared to effortlessly accomplish goals and ''keep things together,'' battled with the same struggles and challenges we all often face.
Given the feedback I received, and in collaboration with our executive editorial board, I would like to formally announce the Journal of Palliative Care's first call for papers since partnering with Sage Publishing. This call for papers will be for contributions to an issue devoted to The Narrative Within Palliative Care. Our team would be honored if you would share your essays, case reports, or original research related to narrative in this field-a field built on compassion and goodness toward our fellow mankind at a sacred and meaningful part of their journey with illness. Dr Katie Neuendorf, a nationally recognized expert in communication and compassionate care and one of Journal of Palliative Care's (JPC's) associate editors, will serve as Senior Editor for this special edition which will be published later this year.
Additionally, JPC announces a call for papers with topics focused on palliative care and ethics in advanced cardiac illness. We seek to receive manuscripts that highlight the groundbreaking work that is being done to improve the experience of patients with advanced cardiac illness and their caregivers. We welcome reviews, essays, and point/counterpoint arguments related to some of the traditional and ever-evolving ethical dilemmas that are faced as the milieu of life-sustaining treatments continues to proliferate. JPC is delighted to welcome internationally recognized expert in advanced cardiac disease and cardioethics, Dr James Kirkpatrick, of the University of Washington to serve as Senior Guest Editor for this issue. Dr Kirkpatrick has been a tireless advocate for improving collaboration between cardiology and palliative care, and is an established thought leader regarding how society has and should respond to these emerging ethical quandaries. I am honored to partner with Drs Kirkpatrick and Neuendorf with these endeavors, and I am enthusiastic about reviewing the submissions for both of these prescient topics.
In closing, I would like to take a moment during my first editorial as Editor-in-Chief of JPC, to thank the countless persons who have worked to make this transition as smooth as possible. Dr David Roy laid a solid foundation of excellence with this Journal, and his untimely death led to a large void that could never truly be filled. He led a tremendously committed, hard-working group at the Research Center at the University Institute of Geriatrics in Montréal (Centre de recherche de l'Institut universitaire de gériatrie de Montréal, CRIUGM). The team at CRIUGM was excellent in transitioning JPC to Sage Publishing. I am grateful to Dr Robert Enck who was gracious enough to serve in the role of interim Editor-in-Chief during this transition. His dedication to improving excellence in the medical literature through his work on JPC during those few months, as well as his long-standing successes as Editor of the American Journal of Hospice and Palliative Care, serves as inspiration to me. I remain indebted to an international group of colleagues at Sage Publishing who have supported my transition to Editor-in-Chief, as well as the many editorial board members who stayed on as members of the current board, while welcoming the many exceptional members to our editorial team.
Finally, my greatest thanks goes out to the authors and readers of JPC, in particular the peer review team that supports this effort. Although there have been some extended review times during this transition, and longer-than-usual times from acceptance to publication, be assured that we are settling in well. With the team above now in place, I look forward to 2018 being our first full year of operation as a team. I assure everyone that we have worked hard to process the submission backlog and are continuously working to improve meaningful peer-review feedback, review turnaround time, and time from acceptance to publication online and in print. We will not be able to accomplish this without the parties involved, and I am ever confident that the JPC will continue to serve as a respected forum for valuable, meaningful scholarly contributions to our field.
